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1 Introduction  

 

The Commission for Communications Regulation (ComReg) is the licensing authority for the use 

of the radio frequency spectrum in Ireland. This spectrum is a national resource which has been 

used for communications purposes for over 100 years. Applications of radio spectrum, today, 

include the transmission of a wide range of services, including radio and television broadcasting, 

mobile telephony and other telecommunications services such as internet connection.  

 

As the licensing authority for radiocommunications in Ireland, ComReg is responsible for ensuring 

that communications operators comply with their licence condition relating to non-ionising 

radiation. The radiation emissions from communications sites must be within the levels set down in 

the latest international guidelines.  

 

The full programme consists of the measurement of Non-Ionising Radiation emissions at 400 sites 

throughout the country. The programme is being carried out by Mason Communications in 

conjunction with Radio Frequency Investigations on behalf of ComReg. 

 

For each site, ComReg requires that the measured levels of non-ionising radiation emissions should 

not exceed the ICNIRP limits in any part of the site or surrounding area where the general public 

have access. Non-ionising radiation is that part of the electromagnetic spectrum below 2420 

million MHz. Radiowaves, infra-red radiation and visible light are examples of NIR.(See Annex 1) 

 

This report is arranged as follows:  

The first section is an introduction to the programme.  

The second section outlines the role of the ComReg in the area of NIR. It also outlines Mason 

Communications role in the programme. 

The third section is Mason Communications’ report on the measurement programme for the site. 

The site report contains a conclusion on the extent of compliance of the site with the general public 

exposure limits of the ICNIRP Guidelines 1998. 

 

The Annex section contains two sections which are as follows:  

1. An explanation of Non-Ionising Radiation and an explanation of the International 

Committee for Non-Ionising Radiation Protection and the guideline limits associated 

with that body.  

2. A guide to the methodology used in the site measurements. 

 

There is also a glossary explaining each of the terms used through the report.  
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2 Background 

2.1 Role of the Commission for Communications Regulation 

 

In 2003/2004 measurements of Non-Ionising Radiation emissions are being taken at 

400 sites throughout the country in a programme agreed with the Minister for 

Communications, Marine and Natural Resources, and the Minister for the 

Environment and Local Government. The programme is being carried out by Mason 

Communications in conjunction with Radio Frequency Investigations (RFI) on behalf 

of ComReg.  

 

The aim of the programme is to ensure that emissions from communications sites 

comply with the general public exposure limits set down by the International 

Commission for Non-Ionising Radiation Protection (ICNIRP).  Some sites have been 

nominated by the public and the other sites are chosen by Mason/RFI, based on 

population coverage. Currently, radiation emissions from communications sites must 

be within the levels set down in the ICNIRP guidelines.  

 

At the outset of the programme, ComReg invited nominations from the interested 

parties for telecommunication masts to be included. The last date for nominations was 

6th June 2003 and on this date some thirty sites had been nominated by the public and 

25 by the Minister’s department. The other sites were chosen on a random basis by 

Mason/RFI. Both methods of choosing sites were based on population distribution.   

 

2.2 Role of Mason Communications Ltd. 

 
Following a competitive tender process held in early 2003, Mason Communications in 

conjunction with Radio Frequency Investigations Ltd. were chosen to carry out the 

site measurements and to produce a report on each site. Mason Communications 

Ireland Ltd. is a wholly owned subsidiary of Mason Group Ltd. Mason advises many 

of the leading organisations in Ireland on converging markets and converging 

technologies. The management of this programme by Mason Communications 

involved the services of Radio Frequency Investigations (RFI) Ltd. RFI has been 

performing Non-Ionising Radiation site surveys since it’s formation in 1987. RFI is 


